CHAPTEE XV.

CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN RUSSIA AND THE URAL MOUNTAINS.

IT was with a more ambitious programme, and with the
advantage of the previous year's experience of the country,
that Murchison once more, in the spring of 1841, bent his
steps to the Neva. De Verneuil again accompanied him,
and shared in the honours and the toils of a still more
eventful and successful campaign than any which they had
yet undertaken together. The two friends had grown dear
to each other, But apart from the ties of mutual esteem,
they presented a singularly happy conjunction of qua-
lities for their special scientific work. Murchison's quick
eye in detecting the leading elements of geological structure
would have been of comparatively minor value without
D6 Verneuil's wide knowledge of the early forms of life,
on the determination of which the qomparison of the rocks
yet unvisited with others already well known was mainly
to be based, In their Bussian colleague von Keyserling
they found an admirable travelling companion, and one to
whose judgment and powers of observation the success of their
conjoint work in the empire of the Czar was largely indebted, forget. Forbes was then a young man
